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                    Berlin-based artist Robert Seidel works in the fields of experimental film, installation, public art, image making, performance, sound, and curation.




            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    
            
                
            

            
        

petrichor
The immersive, semi-holographic environmental installation, named after the earthy scent created when rain falls on dry earth, was on display at the West Kowloon Cultural District's Art Park. It integrated abstract video by Robert Seidel, refining ideas of speculative geo-engineering across distinct spatial and temporal scales. An ambient soundscape by long-term collaborator Nikolai von Sallwitz further refracted the scalar differences, blending ethereal voices and protruding noises into stochastic humming.
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                    petrichor invited spectators to experience the awe of nature, yet also senses of loss of control in the Anthropocene’s forceful reshaping of earth. While these human-induced developments are highly unpredictable and only slowly becoming part of global political discourse, the work focused on restaging the almost forgotten and overlooked sublime. It illuminates the ever-changing possibilities of an unfiltered physical world through the looking glass of contemporary artistic tools.
The choreographed artificial fog created a dynamic atmosphere in the Art Park adjacent to Free Space and M+ Museum over the course of three weeks, influenced by changing local weather forces. The experimental video material itself consisted of abstract imagery combining minimal 3D animation and Gen AI processes, reminiscent of nature’s complexity as colors mixed and dispersed through layers of fog and vegetation.
While our perception of nature is shaped by photography and traditional landscape painting, petrichor reinterprets the genre with new means for the digital age. Nature is not perceived solely through the human sensory apparatus, but is explored for overarching connections through AI. The computer expands the “human gaze” on nature, envisioning a complex, intricate world from unfiltered information gathered and assembled into an immersive experience of environmental projection at Creative Tomorrow / SerendiCity in Hong Kong.




            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    
        
        


















petrichor
Environmental Installation
6 Channel Video Projection, Fog, Light & Sound 
HK/D 2023, Loop
Concept & Artwork: Robert Seidel
Music: Nikolai von Sallwitz
Location: Art Park, Hong Kong
Commission: West Kowloon Cultural District
Sponsoring: The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Curator: Kyle Chung
Documentation Editor: Falk Müller
February 13 – March 5, 2023
The artist would like to express his personal gratitude to the following people for their support: Miriam Eichner, Tobias Tang, Maverick, Elvis Lee, Loraine Chan, Endarra Chiu, Paul Tam, Rae Wu, Gin Ng, Athena Yau, Cathy Law, Max Hattler, Bureau Now and everyone else who made this project possible.




            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    



            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    You might like to see these related projects:





wevenEnvironmental Installation, D/NL 2019, Loop

Artwork: Robert Seidel

Music: Nikolai von Sallwitz

Location: Prinsentuin Garden, Leeuwarden







tempestEnvironmental Installation, D/US 2017, Loop

Artwork: Robert Seidel

Music: Nikolai von Sallwitz

Location: Digital Graffiti, Alys Beach, Florida






            

                

                

            

                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
            
            
            
                    
            
                    



            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    Back to Top, or: Experimental film, installation, public art, image making, performance, sound, and curation. See also: About, Email, Instagram, Vimeo, Facebook, Twitter, Newsletter, Imprint, Search, and Data Protection.




            

                

                    





Good to see you here! 

Click on the bold key-words to navigate through my website.


By continuing to browse the website of Robert Seidel, you agree to the use of cookies to identify your session.
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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